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The TD Niagara Jazz Festival was voted `Best New 
Festival in Ontario«( $100K - $500K budget) by the 

Festivals and Events Organization of Ontario.

Awards



!

4  |  TD  Niagara Jazz Festival  ANNUAL REPORT

Letter from the 
Executive Director
Dear Team, Board Members, Partners, Artists, Vendors and Volunteers, 

We are so proud to have completed a successful 4th annual TD Niagara Jazz Festival with the help of our volunteers,  

partners and sponsors. With our Canada 150 initiative: LIVE LEARN JAZZ: A Canadiana Suite, it was truly our best 

festival yet! This year we also had the honour of being voted `Best New Festival in OntarioÕ by Festivals and Events 

Ontario, so it truly has been quite the year! With four years under our belt, the TD NJF will now evolve using the 

knowledge we have gained thus far. We have received tremendous faith and support from many partners, in the 

community and beyond, (like yourselves), who see the value in our vision. We have and will continue to deliver on 

our commitments, and ful! ll our obligations to these wonderful partners and sponsors. We are truly grateful for all 

of your support in helping us make the TD Niagara Jazz Festival a reality and the Best New Festival in Ontario. 

Thank you so much!

Juliet Dunn & Peter Shea 
Executive Director & Artistic Consultant
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Summary 
of 
Facts & 
Figures

Since our launch 
in 2014, we have 

experienced 
consistent growth 

every year! 
It is our pleasure to 
bring this festival to 
the Niagara Region.

*Photos courtesy of Cosmo Condina
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2017 Figures

PROGRAMMING
MEDIA & 
MARKETING

SPONSORSHIPS & 
FINANCING

¥ Total Operating Budget: $226,220 

¥ Cash Sponsorship: $82,280 

¥ In-Kind Sponsorship: $175,000 

¥ Grant Funding: $82,015 

¥ Ticket Sales: $48,650 

¥ Fundraising: $16,550 

¥ Artist Fees: $67,050 

¥ AV and Production Costs: $28,050 

¥ Logistics and Operations: $16,750 

¥ # of Sponsors & Partners: 76

¥Website Hits: 91.3% 

¥Likes on  

¥Facebook Followers: 1,714 

¥Facebook Reach: 33,430 

¥Twitter Followers: 2352 

¥# of Tweets: 3,274 

¥Instagram Followers: 651 

¥YouTube Reach: 6,350 views 

¥Twitter Engagement Rate: 

46% 

¥E-blast Subscribers: 3,747 

¥Blog Views: 2,650

¥ 7 Days (includes LIVE LEARN JAZZ series) 

¥ 22 Venues & Stages 

¥ 45+ Bands & Solo Artists 

¥ 183 Musicians & Artisans 

¥ 124 Canadian Performers 

¥ 21 Free Public Performances 

¥ 8 Featured Stages 

¥ 3 Free Outdoor Stages 

¥ 10 Youth Performers (leads) 

¥ 41 in Youth Choir
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Partners 
and 
Sponsors

Sponsorship Granting Bodies Venue Partners

¥ TD Canada Trust 
¥ Niagara Casinos 
¥ Mill St. Brewery 
¥ Subaru Niagara 
¥ Steinway Piano Gallery Toronto 
¥ Long and McQuade 
¥ White Oaks Resort + Spa 
¥ Niagara AV Systems 
¥ DJB 
¥ Outlet Collection Niagara 
¥ Quaint Systems 
¥ Beforei" y 
¥ Artista 
¥ Sally McGarr Realty 
¥ Community Transport Group 
¥ Water Super Store 
¥ Jazz.FM 91 
¥ Bell Media 
¥ Rev Publishing 
¥ Wave FM 
¥ NOW Magazine 
¥ Niagara this Week 
¥ TV Cogeco

¥ Ontario Media Development 
Corporation (Ontario Music Fund) 

¥ Celebrate Ontario                
(Province of Ontario) 

¥ Ontario 150 (Province of Ontario) 
¥ Niagara Investment in Culture             

(Niagara Region) 
¥ SCCIP                                                   

St. Catharines Culture Investment 
Program (City of St. Catharines) 

¥ NOTL Discretionary Fund                   
(Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake) 

¥ Canada Summer Job Program         
(Government of Canada) 

¥ Canada Summer Experience             
(Province of Ontario)

¥ FirstOntario Performing Arts 
Centre 

¥ Stratus Vineyards 
¥ The Hare Wine Co. 
¥ Henry of Pelham Winery 
¥ The Exchange Brewery 
¥ Wayne Gretzky Winery & 

Distillery 
¥ Megalomaniac Winery 
¥ NOTL Public Library 
¥ Niagara Sunset Cruises 
¥ Simcoe Park (Town of NOTL) 
¥ Corks 
¥ Orzo 
¥ Mahtay CafŽ and Lounge 
¥ CatÕs Caboose 
¥ Niagara Artists Centre
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! "

"
#"

!
!!!! !!! !!! !

!

!

!! !!!! !!!! !!!!!!!!!
!

!

!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!! !
!

!!!! !!!!!! !!!!!!!! !
!



!

TD  Niagara Jazz Festival  ANNUAL REPORT |  9

!!!! !!!!!! !!!!!!!! !!!!!!!! !!!
!

!!!!!! !!!! !!! !!
!
!
!

!!!!

!! !!!!!! !!! !! !!! !!!! !
!

! !!!!!!! !!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!

! !!!! !!!! !!!! !
!

 
 
 

                
 

9 

          



10  |  TD  Niagara Jazz Festival  ANNUAL REPORT

our 
featured 
Artists 
and 
Bands

2017 was our best year yet and with our Canada 150 initiative:  

LIVE LEARN JAZZ: A Canadiana Suite we added some of Canada's 

finest jazz artists to the mix. Artists such as the legendary Pat 

LaBarbera, Dave Young, Terry Clarke, Heather Bambrick, Bernie 

Senensky, Bill McBirnie, John Sherwood, and so many more. A 

huge thanks to all of the artists who make this festival possible. 

    - Peter Shea, Co-Creator / Artistic Consultant

From left (clockwise): Shirantha Beddage, Turbo Street Funk, Genevieve RenŽe-Bisson, Jon Challoner,  
Bernie Senensky, Ashley St. Pierre.
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Adrian Farrugia Trio 

Andrew Craig Trio 

Ashley St. Pierre Duo 

Barbara Mantini 

Barbra Lica Quartet 

Bill McBirnie 

Brian Dickinson 

Caribbean Club Trio 

Cinnamon Jones 

David Restivo 

Dave Young 

Dr. Jazz and The Jazzbugs 

Genevieve RenŽe-Bisson 

Graham Lear 

Heather Bambrick 

Hammerton, Wagler, OÕNeil 

Jazz.FM 91 Youth Big Band 

Jim Slominski Duo 

Jimmy Stahl Big Band 

Joel Parisien 

John Sherwood Trio 

Juliann Kuchocki Duo 

June Garber 

Kevin Turcotte 

Laila Biali 

Larnell Lewis 

Mark Ucci Duo 

Melissa-Marie Shriner Trio 

Michael Morse 

Pat Labarbera 

Randy Stirtznger 

Rob McBride 

Rob Fekete Quintet 

Romulo Delgado 

Shrirantha Beddage Quartet 

Sophia Perlman Duo 

Stu Mac Quartet 

Terry Clarke 

Turbo Street Funk 

Zach Preston
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Jazz 4 the Ages
`Jazz 4 the AgesÕ is our youth umbrella which includes our Jazz 4 the Ages Youth 
Competition, workshops, master classes and jazz in the schools. 

The age categories for the competition are 12 and under, 13-17 and 18-23, and in 
2017 the auditions were held at Ridley College. 

All winners and ! nalists had a chance to perform during the festival weekend.

Youth at the FirstOntario 

Performing Arts Centre

This yearÕs winners and ! nalists 

attended the Flagship event on Friday, 

July 28th and received their awards 

and certi! cates presented by Mayor 

Walter Sendzik.

4 beats behind, Ariel Shetzen, Ben MacDonald, 
Jazz.FM 91 Youth Big Band, Jazz 4 the Ages 
winners and ! nalists with Mayor Walter Sendzik, 
Peter Shea & Juliet Dunn.



Jazz 4 the Ages Youth Competition
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4 beats behind, Blip Blip Girls, Sydney Bergevin, Ben MacDonald, 
Anthony Nguyen, Cynthia Fay, Ariel Shetzen, Andrew Beg
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Jazz in the Park
`Jazz in the ParkÕ celebrated its 3rd year in Simcoe Park in the heart of Old Town in historic Niagara-on-the-

Lake. Featuring 3 FREE stages and activities for all ages this was, and continues to be, one of the highlights of 

the TD Niagara Jazz Festival.

Niagara CasinoÕs Fiesta Stage

Generously supported by the Niagara CasinoÕs, this stage 
hosts FREE dance lessons before each swing band and each 

Latin band.  This stage features a 9Õ Steinway Grand Piano 
compliments of Steinway Piano Gallery Toronto.

Generously supported by the Subaru Niagara on this stage 
we featured piano based jazz ensembles and a 6Õ Steinway 

Grand Piano.

Subaru Stage

A stage for `Jazz 4 the Ages« workshops, and other learning 

opportunities in partnership with Long and McQuade.

Long and McQuade  

`LIVE LEARN JAZZ«Stage

To enhance this event, the festival has added a `Jazzy 
Juniors« kids zone, local artisan vendors, food vendors and 

partner wineries, breweries and community group. 

This event catered to over 8,000 people throughout the day 

on Saturday, July 29th and will be a TWO day event in 2018 
for the 5th annual TD Niagara Jazz Festival.

Attractions
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Jazz in the Park (continued)

Local and Ontario based artisans are featured here for 

browsing and shopping during performance breaks.

Artisans Alley

Local food and beverage vendors, Niagara Wineries and 

craft beer are all featured in this licensed area. Even our 

tokens are musical: TheyÕre branded guitar picks!

Food, Wine and Craft Beer

Sponsored by Long and McQuade this is an interactive 

instrument petting zoo open for all ages.  Trombones, 

trumpets, drums, guitars and more!

Jazz Instrument 

Petting Zoo

A real life petting zoo with animals from `Hands on Exotics« 

connecting jazz artists with `jazzy pets«. Thelonious Skunk, 

Keith Parrot, and others.

JAZZOO! `Jazzy Pets« 

Petting Zoo
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Jazz in the Park (continued)

Free `Jazz 4 Juniors« workshops are o#ered by bands that 

are featured during the festival weekend.

`Jazz 4 Juniors« 

Workshops

With the generous support of 

the Town of Niagara-on-the-

Lake, Steinway Piano Gallery, 

Long and McQuade and our 

other partners and sponsors, we 

were able to make `Jazz in the 

Park« accessible for the whole 

community.

A zone for the kids to paint and create. This huge Mural is 

provided by our Title Sponsor (TD) and travels to all of the 

festivals across Canada. A great zone for kids and family to 

`chill out«.

`Jazzy Juniors« 

Arts & Crafts Zone
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Hats o# to our incredible volunteers! 

More than 90 volunteers were the engine behind the events and multi activities that culminated in the Niagara 

Jazz Festival 3-day weekend in 2017. 

Volunteers worked four to eight hour shifts, were 

ambassadors, publicists, promoters, fundraisers, and 

supporters.

Volunteers

The Festival also operates with a six-member Board of 

Directors, all volunteers, who contribute countless hours of 

professional advice and consultation. 

Plus, a planning committee of twenty professionals, all 

working professionals in their own right, donated their time 

to research, planning and development during the ! rst two 

years of the festival, with less than six receiving small 

honorariums for their services during years three and four of 

the festival. 

Juliet Dunn (Co-creator and Executive Director) and Peter 

Shea (Co-creator and Artistic Consultant) did not take a 

salary for the ! rst three years of the festival, enabling other 

individuals involved in the festival - artists, AV company, 

logistics - to receive remuneration for their talents and 

services. 

As the festival enters year ! ve, the duo still donates 

numerous hours of their time to keep the festival successful, 

pulsating and optimistic. 

Without the dedication and hard work of all of the above 

parties the TD Niagara Jazz Festival would not be possible.



Juliet Dunn Executive Director

Peter Shea Artistic Consultant

Peter Gill Chairman of the Board

Susan Kelly Secretary

Eva Schmidt Treasurer

April Mitchell-Boudreau, Joan King & Ron ClavierDirectors

Maria Marvridis Sponsorship Lead & Fund Development

Lorna Hazen Sponsorship Team

Barbara Worthy Production Assistant & Grants

Lenora Gilbert Executive Liaison

Ailsa Wylie Volunteer Coordinator

Debbie Levere Jazz Correspondent & Volunteer Team Lead

Carm Lenartowich, Linda Woods & Glen KotykVolunteer Team Leads

Darlene Kertcher Volunteer Administrative Assistant

Jimi Russell Hospitality Lead

JADE, Worth ProjectsMedia & Publicity

Brent Setterington, MIIM MEDIACreative

Chu Ling Yu Creative Team (Niagara College Student)

Dan Brown, Cosmo Condina & Bill BeardContributing Photographers

Trevor Lacas, Imagination StudiosVideo & Tech Support

Mike Odendahl, Movinpics Video

Carol Liao Assistant Artist Liaison (Niagara College Student)

Rebello Event ManagementLogistics & Event Management

Anil Rebello, Cedo Gavric, Colleen TierneyLogistics & Event Team

Maureen Peets Social Media

Mandi Gould Webmaster
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Production Team
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LIVE LEARN JAZZ: 
A Canadiana Suite

In celebration of CanadaÕs 150th, we were honoured to present our LIVE LEARN JAZZ: A Canadiana Suite series. 
The series launched in April with four shows leading up to the festival weekend and it wrapped up at 
Megalomaniac Winery. The series takes place in various wineries, breweries and distilleries around the Niagara 
Region. It is a great way for patrons to enjoy jazz wile taking in some of the ! nest local wines, craft beer, spirits 

and culinary delights. The series found jazz artists sharing not only their music, but their Òtake on jazzÓ along with 
their road stories. The series was curated by Ethnomusicologist Michael Morse.

Bebop in the Brewery - Kevin Turcotte - April 6th - The Exchange Brewery - Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Dames in the Distillery - Heather Bambrick and June Garber - May 11th - Wayne Gretzky Winery & Distillery - Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Sax in the Vineyard - Pat LaBarbera and Brian Dickinson - June 8th - Henry of Pelham Winery - St. Catharines 

Vibes in the Vine - Randy Stirtzinger, John Sherwood and Graham Lear - Stratus Vineyards - Niagara-on-the-Lake
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LIVE LEARN JAZZ: 
A Canadiana Suite

Celebrating Moe Ko! man  
Bernie SeneskyÕs Moe Ko! man Tribute Band  

July 30th 
Megalomaniac Winery 

Vineland 

Celebrating Great Canadian Females in Jazz 
Featuring Laila Biali 

July 30th 
Megalomaniac Winery  

Vineland

Celebrating Oscar Peterson  
John Sherwood Trio  

featuring Dave Young and Terry Clarke  
July 30th 

Megalomaniac Winery 
Vineland

Generously Sponsored by
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Jazz in the Gallery
The TD Niagara Jazz Festival is proud to partner with the Niagara Artists Centre each year to present a visual 

arts exhibit. For 2017 the feature was a piece by visual artist Ken Young. 

`A Celebration of Jazz Legends«. 

The artwork forms a 52Õ continuous scroll, depicting in line ink and pencil the illustrated characterization of 65 

legendary Jazz musicians. These form a biographical timeline of their progressive musical virtuosity. 

Establishing a pantheon of unsurpassed artistry that heralded the evolution of the most unique art form to 

originate in North America.
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Super Hosts

Laura Fernandez - Jazz.FM 91 

Walter Venafro - Jazz.FM 91 

John Devenish - Jazz.FM 91 

Jaymz Bee - Jazz.FM 91 

Mike Hanson - Freelance Voice Actor
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Contributing 
Photographers & 
Videographers

Dan Brown  - Photographer Cosmo Condina  - Photographer Bill Beard  - Photographer

Trevor Lacas - Videographer Mike Odendahl - Videographer

Maureen Peets - Social Media
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Testimonials
ÒThere are a few jazz festivals in this country that stand out from the  

others. Usually because of the people and the venues/surroundi ngs. 

The Niagara Jazz Festival is one of them. I had a fantastic time 

performing and getting to know the people from the festival. Thanks  

to everyone there for treating me and my band so wellÓ 

- Michael Kaeshammer

Ò(My) Favourite was the learning about how Jazz is 
constructed. I appreciate it so much more now. Also, 
the junior Jazz band from Toronto was awesome.Ó 

- Virginia C

ÒYou and your team have made a huge impact and 
the future of Jazz in Niagara is in great hands." 

- David Drosky, Former Manager, TD Commercial 
Banking

ÒWhen a festival is the brainchild of two of the top jazz artists in Canada, who also happen to be highly 
organized and visionary people, you get the TD Niagara Jazz Festival.Ó 

- Laila Biali / Pianist & Singer 
(2017 Festival, Megalomaniac Winery)

ÒI have attended Toronto, Montreal, Monterrey and I enjoyed NOTL the most. The selection of artists was 
outstanding, there was not a single bad act. The festival was true to showcasing great jazz and the 
venues were perfect. Hats o# to Juliet Dunn and her team for being able to put this together within a 
short time and with limited resources. I hope the festival will receive the support from the city, because 
it is truly deserving and jazz lovers can have an opportunity to visit beautiful NOTL and enjoy great jazz 
at the same time.Ó 

- Amala Jayatilleke (Brampton)
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Testimonials
ÒJuliet Dunn and Peter Shea have worked tirelessly to bring the Arts 

to audiences in a geographic region which was previously lackin g in 

this kind of experience. The work they do, along with the many 

volunteers who give their time and efforts, is a truly vital part of the 

fabric of the southern Ontario region. I wish the TD Niagara Jazz 

Festival many many years of success. 

- Adrian Farrugia 

(2016, 2017 Festivals - Jazz in the City - FirstOntario Perf orming Arts Centre)  

ÒHands down itÕs one of the countryÕs best little big time Jazz Festivals! Every year is as warm as 
visiting good friends.Ó 

- John Devenish / Emcee & Host, Dinner Jazz, Jazz.FM 91.1 
(2016/17 Festivals - The Hare Wine Co.) 

ÒAside from the varied venues and beautiful park 
setting of the NJF, it is the beautiful inclusive 
attitudes of the organizers who present a wide 
array of jazz sub genres to appeal to a broad swath 
of listeners from outdoor, to grand indoor soft 
seater settings. Notable in this programming is 
attention to the future of jazz in their youth 
outreach program. 

- Alex Pangman / Singer 
(2016 Festival - Jazz in the Park - Fiesta Stage)
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Testimonials

ÒThe Niagara Jazz Festival is another dimension to draw visitors to the Niagara Region. The area 
already has theatre, ! lm, and wineÉ this ! lls a VOID that completes the visitor experience.Ó 

- Paul Moyle (Mississauga)

ÒI was completely impressed with the 2017 TD Niagara Jazz Festival in every regard. Not 
only were the attendees a diverse, jazz loving, enthusiastic audience, but the stunning 
location, ! ne line-up of Performing Artists, wonderful Festival Sta#/Volunteers and 
excellent performance space made this event a pure delight. Easily the best regional jazz 
festival in Ontario!Ó 

Terry Clarke / Drummer 
(2017 Festival, Megalomaniac Winery)

ÒMany thanks to the wonderful volunteers and 
especially the organizers for their never ending time 
list to do and their vision.Ó 

- Francine Legault (St. Catharines) 

ÒI can see it only getting bigger and better.Ó 

- Loretta Pietobon (NOTL) 

The TD Niagara Jazz Festival is an amazing community event: the Niagara community, the music 
community, and the community created when those two meet. I was thrilled to enjoy quality family 
time at some events, and quality culture time at all of them. This is a ground breaking, essential event 
that can advance culture and quality of life in our regionÑas well as our personal and soulful 
understanding of jazz and music. May the TD NJF continue to thrive!  

Lauren OÕMalley Ð Gathering Niagara / Jazz Fan  



See you next year 

at the festival!



TD Niagara Jazz Festival 

St. Catharines, ON 

Te: 1-844-LIV-JAZZ (1-844-548-5299) 

E-mail: admin@niagarajazzfestival.com


